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If Other please state here: I went to the meeting at Kernot Hall last
night and was very unhappy with the format and meeting style, perhaps
because I was seated with two of the most boorish people who simply
would not be quiet or have anything good to say. A man who heads the
inquiry sat down for a bit with us but left before any of us had
anything good to say because, I believe, this woman would not shut up.

I am from Yinnar and none of my opinions were shared by Morwell
residents so I felt outcast.

I just want you to be sure to know that the fires started early on
Sunday morning around 10;30am and this was the second round of fires
seemingly started by this same arsonist/s by the looks of things.

I feel it is possible that these fires started as a result of a
geographical game called Ingress. I may be totally wrong on that but
there is an aggressive group that play this in Mirboo North. TIf I
were on the committee to find fire arsonists I would be signing up to
play that game and learning about the players some. Again, they may
possibly be simply agressive in their realm (which includes traveling
along the strzlecki hwy and coming to Yinnar - where I believe the
first fire was 1lit on that morning (Driffield fires. not speaking of
the hernes oak fire.), Then at some point the driffield fire took off
again that day and the Leongatha pumper truck drove straight through
it heading to the apm to put out their fire. I want to know why they
were instructed to not fight our fire and why their video was taken
down. Well, we all know why it was taken down but I suggest strongly
that that video must be surrendered to this inquiry to view. And it
needs to be dealt with because my life was put at risk. My students'
farms were destroyed and my escape route was closed! This totally
freaks me out to this day. My escape plan of action was always to go
to Midvalley and yet on this morning I was faced with the wall of fire
coming straight at me (my daughters house was between me and the fire
and she is blind. ok, she probably handles things better than me. I



am claustrophobic and afraid of helicopters. This has been hell for me
in Yinnar. Clearly it could have been avoided had the incident
controller instructed the leogatha fire truck to stop and put out the
fire that they were dodging (and dedging panicking traffic as well).

My tomato crop has been spoiled by all the ash in the air. I have
pictures of it. I am still eating these speckled tough tomatces but I

am worried for our health.

My cat was near death because he was laying in the ash and preening
himself. The person from the health department told me to wash the
cat and I did and the cat is fine.

It's NOT just Morwell (South?) that was effected. We in Yinnar have
been effected on days as well and my life was threatened when they
bypassed the driffield fire to go to the APM. If we have to pick and
choose what fires are to be manned {and that alone is sad) then we
have to pick saving humans over saving a pile of wood stacked at the

APM, :-(
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What worked well in the lead up to the fire:
The community was given adequate information about the weather and fire conditions on the day.

We were warned to have our plan in place so we knew where we would evacuate to and what we _
would do with animals and elderly. We were told this time (unlike black saturday) to leave before it

was too late.

What worked well during the fire:

On the morning of the start of the Driffield fire, | awoke to a frighteningly large plume of smoke
heading quickly in our direction. This seemed to be started from the same arsonist that was starting
fires in the same relative location 2 weeks previous or so. My daughter's house stood between our
house and the plume of smoke. She is vision impaired and | was petrified for all of us. My inlaws
farm was also in that general direction. | was amazed at how quickly and how well the CFA got that
fire under control. | was petrified because my main exit from Yinnar was blocked by the fire - so was
plenty grateful for the fast acting fire fighters.

What worked well in putting the fires out:

The CFA. Craig Lapsley and Ken Lay did a wonderful job of keeping us informed and calm.

What didn't work well in the lead up to the fire:

The old mine should have been capped so that the embers would have landed on green lawn or
cement or something other than a large fossil fuel pit.

There were not enough emergency vehicles in place, watching and ready to act. It seems the police
could have been out patrolling, and perhaps private security teams and private fire brigades in place
at the APM, all of the mines, all of the plantations. All of these private entities should be required to
have these emergency crews and equipment at the ready to fight and prevent fires.

There was not enough emphasis on catching the arsonist prior to the big fire. He/she/they gave us
plenty of warning.

What didn't work well during the fire? THIS IS MY MAIN POINT AND WHY i AM HERE.

There is a frightening video of the Leongatha pump truck travelling through our fire in Driffield down
the Strzelecki Hwy. It shows the fire truck travelling through fire on both sides of the road, travelling
amongst panicked drivers, rushing through the fire, leaving it to burn as it headed to the APM to put
that fire out. It is inconceivable to me that this fire truck was directed by the Incident controller to
travel to the APM, leaving me in danger and leaving this fire to burn and quickly join forces with the
Hernes QOak fire and attack the mine and Morwell. Had the firefighters been allowed to stop at our
fire perhaps those embers would not have entered the uncapped mine, causing such huge cleanup
and health expenses that we are having to bear in large part ourselves.



The state government, namely Russell Northe and Denis Napthine, did virtually nothing in the first
16 days or so of the fire. This is unacceptable. And when I got Russell to respond to me, and | asked
him on facebook why the state had not declared this an emergency he evaded the question stating
that the volunteers were doing an excellent job, etc etc. Even Tony Abbott said he was just waiting
for the state to ask and they would have helped. They did not ask. I told Russell Northe that he
should get his face out there and answer questions and help his people out. After that conversation
and probably others telling him to do something as well, we finally started seeing the people we pay
handsomely to represent us. | am totally flabbergasted that this government dealt with this by
promoting Russell to minister for coal mines after this. We did not need a pretty boy figure head to
help us through this, we needed him at the vanguard of the situation, leading and providing
solutions from the start.

The information that came from the Health minister was contradictory, late, and of no great use. |
was told to use air masks -- | was told to get them for free. There were none. | paid $5 for one and
then was told it was useless against carbon monoxide. There were two occasions when we were
doing test routes down on wallace street when | was getting tired and my student was getting tired.
She being a octor suggested that maybe we should leave the area because it might be something in
the smoke that was making us tired. We did not have adequate information about the dangers of
the fire/smoke/soot. The help that came was too little too late.

The "help" that came to the town wasn't enough. It was poorly managed and ignored a large faction
of the population. If you were a working citizen in Morwell, and at the coles supermarket, you got
nothing but were expected to be at the coles, with the doors opening all the time. | took my air
mask off to do my shopping and had to put it back on because | couldn't breathe. All the while
though, the cashiers were unmasked as were the shelf-stockers and were forced to exert lots of
energy but received no help from the government.

People who are unemployed and had a health care card in Morwell got stipends of unmanaged and
seemingly unrestricted lots of $500 to escape and yet many drank it away while those cashiers that
served them their extra lots of cigarettes and booze got no money to endure the health threat to
their own lives. If they stayed home, they would get no pay. They couldn't knick off to a beach
house because they had jobs and children to attend to. The money issued just showed how poor
this government was in responding and how incorrect they were in their response. The money
issued should have been across the board, and not limited to the railroad tracks.

There were many times during the fire when Yinnar was attacked by smoke and yet we didn't ever
get a mention or consideration.

The bucket caper was a disaster. Who doesn't own a bucket??? And yet, when | who spends all of
my working day in Morwell driving through all the soot and ash, tried to get a bucket | could not
because | didn't live in Morwell. | have three cars in my fleet and would have liked the car-wash
coupons. Instead, | had to file a business grant application which | did and which was approved.

I got my grant and yet the coles workers got nothing. The two workers | am thinking of live just on
the other side of Princes Drive, and were threatened big time by the hernes oak fire (they were even
asked to evacuate) so they were smelling it at home and at work and yet because they are working



citizens, they received no acknowledgement.

What else didn't work during the fire: THAT AWFUL CFA APP. It was ridiculous and notified us
constantly of emergencies that did not exist. | would like to be a part of the team that fixes this

awful thing.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE DIFFERENTLY TO PREVENT SUCH A FIRE IN THE FUTURE?

Prosecute the arsonists.

Install and monitor top-of-the-line CCTV everywhere

Cover the mine.

Strengthen the laws for covering the mine and maintaining emergency equipment at mines and

plantations
Change the focus of government from saving money to protecting lives.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE DIFFERENTLY TO RESPOND TO FIRES?

Look into how that fire truck from leongatha went through my fire, knowingly endangering my life
so it could get to the paper mill. The incident controller should be directed to put out fires, not drive
through the ones that are on public land to get to the ones on private holdings.

We should have our own foam trucks. APM and Mine should also own their own.
There should be a bigger gap between private housing and mines and plantations. Currently,

plantations are close to the mines, close to the power lines and close to the houses in the valley.
More legal responsibility needs to be exerted to these companies.





