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Wednesday, April 30, 2014

To Whom it Concerns

The first Tuesday after the fire started 11" February 2014, I worked for 2 hours cleaning a child care building
located in Maryvale Crescent Morwell. My 13 year old grandson came with me then went to his friends mother's
rented house in_ (they have since permanently relocated to Traralgon). The boys had been friends
for over 3 years. So my grandson does miss his friend. We, that is my grandson and 1, can't relocate as less than a
year before the fire started I got a 30 year mortgage on an old house that I have had work done to to make it
livable.

As the fire has now impacted on the salability of properties in Morwell if T was to sell and move away from the
area I believe that I would lucky to get enough money to pay the mortgage back, losing over $50,000 in deposit
and work done to the property.

At 5 am on the following Sunday a week after the fire started I was concerned about the smoke and so [ checked
the EPA website and saw that the reading was 1500 AQI. I did not know what that meant so I googled the
meaning of AQI and noticed that the dangerously high reading was 150 AQI. The reading at that time was 10
times that and we could hardly breathe. So I rang the EPAs 24 hour phone number to be told that if I was
concerned about the smoke that I should contact the CFA.

That morning when my grandson woke he complained about a sore throat and by evening he was so sick I took
him to Latrobe Regional Hospital where the triage nurse said that he had a major throat infection. We waited 8
hours to see a doctor but the hospital was very busy so by that time it was 2 am Monday 17 th February 2014. My
grandson said he just wanted to go home without seeing a doctor. So I took him home and later that day to his own
doctor who prescribed very strong antibiotics. As he was having trouble breathing he could not sleep so two days
later I bought him a ventalin puffer over the counter. This helped ease his breathing and enabled him to sleep as
he had a very bad dry cough. He missed 3 days of school and because the secondary schools didn't close down the
children were made to go outside at lunchtime even though the smoke was quite bad. He is well now and no
longer on ventalin. Iam concerned about the long term effects on him and other children in his age group. I
would like to suggest that if this ever happened again that the secondary students also be given the opportunity to
relocate schools.

Another friend of mine is an 88 year old lady who lives with her grand-daughter in- Morwell. She was
falling asleep while mixing a cake mix. I noted that her house was old and the doors have cracks and that the

smoke was getting in. I suspect the carbon-monoxide was affecting her ability to get oxygen and therefore making
her very sleepy.

Thank you for your time in reading my submission.

Kind regards

Jennifer Walton





