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Alvano & Maria M
MORWELL VIC 3840

TO THE BOARD OF THE HAZELWOOD INQUIRY

We are south side residents and our home is adjacent to the Hazelwood mine,
approximately 500 metres.

Firstly we would like to acknowledge the fantastic work of all concerned in
controlling the mine fire.

You will appreciate that since the Hazelwood coal mine fire our lives have been
impacted and have not been the same for the following reasons:

e My husband and 1 have had various health issues as a result of the fire, from
severe headaches, high blood pressure and asthma

e This disaster has affected us emotionally and mentally

e This disaster disrupted our family life, loss of enjoyment and the right to
health

o We were prisioners within our own home on days of poor air quality

e We are concerned about any long term health issues arising due to exposure to
the toxic ash and smoke, whether it be short term

e When the smoke was intense, we had to purchase our own masks fitted with
special charcoal filters from the local safety store, as there was a timely delay
in assistance from the State and Local Government and Council. Once the coal
mine fire was news headline then the Government reacted, then handing out
free masks which from my understanding were not the correct ones which
should have filtered the small particles

e Financially we are out of pocket $700 for the excess on our insurance claim,
our water account has increased as a result of washing down the exterior of
our home and driveway. We had to purchase 2 airpurifiers amounting to $300
to filter the air in our home.

e The value of our home has depreciated considerably as a result of the mine fire
approximately 30%

e The assistance offered to the vulnerable Southside residents should have been
extended to all residents of Southside not just the vulnerable who had Health
Care Cards, we were all affected by the situation. In my case I could not leave
work. Some people who did claim the assistance did not even leave town the

funds were used to purchase alcohol, TV’s etc.



Our home of more than 30 years which we take pride in requires a total
cleanup inside and out. Our insulation of only 4 years has to be replaced as
there is a thick layer of coal ash. Our insurance claim has been accepted but to
date are still waiting on the cleaning contractors to commence their work. It is
an ongoing chore to wipe down furniture as there is a fine layer of white ash
coming from the contaminated insulation, which we are breathing in.

Buffer zone — our residence is only approximately 500m from the mine, from
our understanding it should be at least 1.5 km. Why was this allowed to
happen so close to residences.

GDF Suez’s should be held responsible for the failure to properly maintain the
unused mine and non compliance with air quality standards

“Clean Air Act”? — Whether the station owners are/were complying with
emission permits — if they dirty property or harm in any way — cause of action
against them.





