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My name is Naomi Farmer. I am the daugther of one of the mine workers in Hazelwood mine and I
wrote several articles about the fire crisis as it was happening — this means a lot of people wanted to
tell me various things that were happening that they witnessed. I have included the most important
information here.

The fire:

It has been clear in the mine for a number of years that safety is declining. The company has been
quite explicity with that they are not willing to pay money for safety precausions. Coal is self
combustible and therefore there are regular fires. But the sprinklers system no longer covers all of
the exposed coal. Plus fire fighters employed in the mine have been reduced.

It has been reported to me that there was a fire in the mine on Saturday the 8™ of Feb that had two
workers go to try to extinigish it but they could not and they were told to leave it. This fire
developed into the fire in the Southern batters.

When the bushfire spread into the mine fire precausions such as cutting back the undergrowth
around the mine had not been taken. The bush fire actually moved across an area of mine which had
its sprinkler system working and did not catch hold. But it did catch hold further along where the
sprinkler system was no longer operating.

Recommendation: the sprinkler system be examined and GDF Suez ordered to adequetly maintain
the system and reinstall sprinklers where there is no longer a functioning sprinkler
Recommendation: the exposed coal be covered over and capped

Recommendation: GDF Suez reemployes its firefighters

Dealing with the fire:

It was clear from all the statements being released by the CFA and other government bodies did not
know how to put the fire out. How is it possible that there exisits miles of exposed coal with a huge
fire risk yet there is no expert or resources ready to deal with a coal fire?

Throughout the fire the main thing for the company and the CFA was maintaining production from
the mine. The CFA says explicitly at times this was the case, for example they limited the amount of
water used to safegaurd the mine infustructure. GDF Suez was so eager to maintain production that
they sent an electrician amoungst the flames to reconnect electricity to keep the conveyour belts
moving — this man was at such risk that he had to be hosed down by the firefighters as he worked.
There is also reports of subcontactors being sent through the back gate of the mine to avoid the CO
monitoring at the front gate — these men were also working as CFA volunteers fighting the fire and
had CO levels too high to be allowed access past the testing stations. My dad works in the
Hazelwood mine in coal winning and his CO levels exceeded the maximun 3 times. Throughout this
period he was very sick with flu like symptoms.

Recommendation: in case of future fire production in the mine be halted until the surface fire is
extingished

Recommendation: the CFA proritise the health and saftey of their members and the community
rather then the profits of major coorperations

The health impacts:

Throughout the fire the Health Department claimed there was no health impacts, this is in direct
contridiction to the experiences of community members: reported directly to me by dozens of
people were: headaches/migraines, diareah, rashes with sharp stinging pain, problems breathing,
heart problems, sore eyes and infections that become more intense and persistant. One example of
one of the pollutants released in this fire is particulte matter (PM 10 and 2.5). Various organisations
such as the World Health Department and the Victorian Health Deparment have conducted studies
that prove an increase in PM increases population mortality. Why did the Health Department
contridict their own scientific studies and the studies of world experts to claim their was no danger
during the smoke crisis?

There were also numerous claims that the government did not know what was in the fire but it is the



case the SECV did studies into what chemicals are produced when brown coal burns.
Recommendation: investigate why the Department of Health's claims about the health impacts and
their resulting lack of action were not in line with experts in the field and their own scientfic studies
Recommendation: public release the science the health deparment was using to make its claims
Recommendation: investigate the population mortality to see if the fire did have the impact that has
been recorded by various orgainsations such as the World Health Organsation

Recommendation: an urgent study is conducted to see what chemicals are released when brown coal
burns

Recommendation: monitor these chemicals in the air of the Latrobe Valley

Recommendation: in case of future smoke events evacuate the effected population

Thank you for your time and investigation.





