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12th May 2014
The Board Members
Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquiry

Morwell, Victoria 3840

Dear Sir/Madame,
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Morwell couple on the road to recovery
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My purpose of writing to you is to actually voice out how strenuous and heartbreaking this
unfortunate event has been for us. From the first day of the fires, we have worked for more than 12
hours a day to get things back in order. We worked in all that smoke and ash and had no
government assistance. It needs to be mentioned that I initiated the call to the shire after three
days into the impact as we had absolutely no one come to visit us. In this already desperate
situation, | have felt that | needed to use my energy not only to do the manual labour of cleaning up
and routine farm jobs but to constantly beg for assistance. It was obvious to everyone that the
concentration was solely on the mine fire and the impact on the town of Morwell. What was
happening to our business seemed of absolutely no concern to any of the departments that | called.
Nothing was immediately available when we needed it most ( only 3 to 4 weeks after there was a
government loan offered). After a few emails and constant phone calls, we had volunteers initiated
by the shire to help with the boundary fencing. At one point, | was even told that the Shire would
help get the fencing materials for us but that never happened.

The grant that we applied from VECCI (as mentioned in the article above) has been rejected only due
to us ‘not being in the township of Morwell”. VECCI was supplied with full documentation and cash
flow projections to show the impact, and | can only request that our circumstance be looked upon
further as we suffered loss to 2/3 of our property. Up to this present moment we are not able to
bring back all our cattle back, as the grass has not grown adequately. The impact for us in more in
the long run hence at this point we have applied for the government loan.

I believe that even as a minority we still havethe right to the same assistance as other bushfire
affected properties in the past and | am looking forward to a favourable reply.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Yours sincerely,

Rita Payette

Driffield Vic 3840





