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Submission 

-----Forwarded by- HAZELWOODINQUIRY on 13/05/2014 09:50AM-----

11/05/2014 09:44PM 

Hello, 

To Hazelwood Inquiry 
info/DPC@DTF 

cc 
bee 

Subject CHRISTINE HAMIL TON FORMAL 
SUBMISSION TO HAZELWOOD 
MINE FIRE INQUIRY 

I think this is the most important email i have ever sent. (if you have a minute, can you please 
let me know it. arrived safely) 

Please find attached the word document that is my submission. 

My friend is handing in a hard copy version in a folder Monday 12th May, but there are some 
important addistions to this emailed version. 

I was trying to make it easy to look at by doing a hard copy, to just read through, but some 
things have unfolded since I did the hard copy, so I have included them at the end of this 
electronic version of my submission. 

The most important thing I can say to you all is this; 

This Inquiry is not just about The Latrobe Valley, the already approved mining 
licences for Australia and projected mining shows, in the future most of us will live 
near some sort of mine, when you consider, a lot of that mining is going to be 
Uranium, and the bi-product of that is Radon Gas, I pray to God, that we can get it 
right now, let this Morwell Open Cut Mine Fire be the start of change, change to a 
much better standard of Duty of Care from Companies to humans and from 
Government to their people, or ........................................ there will be nowhere left to go 
that will be worth living. Please, please do your best to make an example of this 
situation and send a very loud clear message for change for the better. 

Thank you to Justice Bernard Teague, and the Board, 

Yours faithfully 

Christine HamiltonCHRISTINE HAMIL TON formal submission to hazelwood mne fire inquiry .doc 



FORMAL SUBMISSION TO HAZELWOOD MINE FIRE INQUIRY 
This is emailed version with IMPORTANT additions to the hard copy in a folder to be handed in for 
me 
25th April 2014 
From: Christine Hamilton - romana Victoria 3936 

To the Honorable Justice Teague and Board; 

Background Story 
I work in Community Health, Group Supervisor for Planned activity groups for Central Bayside 
Community Health, 12 years now. 
I met Robert Corser a long time resident of Morwell a number of years ago in Second Life, a virtual 
world, then added him as a friend on facebook, 

On gth February 2014, I was on bushfire watch, at home, listening to the cfa streaming scanner 
could hear exactly what was happening in the Hearne Oak area and Morwell, was very distressing 
situation, as you will read from the transcripts from the communications that day which I have been 
assured you will be receiving, I wish you could actually listen to it for yourself though, they were 
calling for an ambulance at one point, every time they tried to get the co-ordinates to vicfire and why 
they needed the ambulance, communications broke down, very upsetting and frustrating. 
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2. 

I was horrified, so I started messaging Robert and asking questions. 

A short time after, the facebook page Disaster in the Valley was formed and a community meeting 
protest organized. 

I was gathering by this point that evacuations were not happening, people were sick and desperate 
from relief from the smoke, nobody seemed to know very much what was happening, firefighters 
had wound up in hospital with carbon monoxide poisoning and everyone was frightened. 

Of course wanting to support my friend Robert and his community I asked my daughter Eve, 22, 
and her mates if they would come and give support, advising them that anyone with asthma or 
health issues should not come, and we should all wear masks. 

6 cars all together did the drive down on Sunday 2nd March, proud of the kids for caring. 

We arrived at Kernot Hall parked over on the grass away from the hall and started to walk over, not 
wearing the masks we took along as the smoke didn't look too bad. 

I noticed very quickly I found it difficult to walk and talk at same time, like I was out of breath , not 
like me at all, felt like not much oxygen in the air, like I think it would be at high altitude. Still we did 
not wear the masks as we didn't think necessary. 

We were in the Valley bout 3 hours, as I drove out of Morwell, with all windows in car down as hot 
day, I noticed my nose started burning/stinging, and eyes stinging, and I had a wheeze and started 
with a dry persistent cough. 

I got home bout 7pm that night, and still with nose burning, wanted to know what I actually had 
been breathing in that day so straight away went to the epa website to see. 

Whilst looking at the Epa website, I remembered once before my nose burning like this, when I was 
bout 15 years old I worked in a butchers shop part time, a kid I worked with thought it funny to play 
a trick on me and said , "have a whiff of this" so I did, liquid in a container lid, it burned my nose 
made my eyes water it was terrible and went on for hours, the liquid in the lid was neat preservative 
for the sausages, which I looked up and was SULPHUR DIOXIDE, to the best of my knowledge. 
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The chart was this that I looked at 

EPA air quality hourly update : March 2, 2014 2.00 pm · 3.00 pm 

Please note that current data may not be shown for some a1r quality monilormg stations. Measurements are made continuously at air mom1oring 
stations, but there may be temporary technical issues with the collection and display of data. 

Hour: current I next 1 preVIous I choose . . Show: data readings 1 mdex values 

Data readings Air quality index 
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Air quality index 

Which lead me to wonder, but where is the breakdown of PM2.5 particles, what are PM2.5 
particles? 

When I failed to find the information I wanted that night on the epa website, I sent them this series 
of emails, which are not over yet, please see in order of date. 

I coughed all night and wheezed and my nose burned right into the next day and my absolute shock 
and disbelief is continuing still and shows no signs of diminishing. 
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Please note, the below email came with attachment, EPA AIR QUALITY BROCHURE pdf 
180124 

From: "Terry & Christine Phoenix Rising" 
To: <contact@epa. vic.gov.au> 
Subject: morwell hazelwood 
Date: Sunday, 2 March 2014 10:49 PM 

Hello, 

We travelled down to Morwell today to show support for the people. 

I am still coughing and wheezing and my nose is stinging at 11.30pm, I arrived home at approx 
6pm, I was in Morwell for approx 3 hours. 

I was looking at your hourly air report, for Morwell and I had trouble realising, the measurement for 
ACCEPTABLE AIR QUALITY, in comparison for PM2.5 27.5/RED I went to the table for statewide 
to try to compare and realise what acceptable levels were, say for example, what would the level for 
not being able to breathe at all and you would die? 

And also, PARTICLES? 

"Particles" is a very broad term, particles of what exactly? Is there another link where I can see the 
different particles, like benzene gas, carbon dioxide, arsenic, lead or mercury? Surely there must 
be, but I can't find it. 

Also when you give a SMOKE ALERT, it isn't just smoke, it is toxic smoke, so is there somewhere 
that tells me exactly in parts what properties are in the smoke, I cant find that either. 

/look forward to your reply and expect that you will give this your earliest attention. 

Thank you 

Christine Hamilton 
CONCERNED AUSTRALIAN 



5. 
From: "contact" <contact@epa. 
To: "Terry & Christine Phoenix Rising 
Subject: RE: morwell hazelwood 
Date: Monday, 3 March 201411:44AM 

Dear Christine, 

Thank you for your email to EPA Victoria. 

We appreciate you taking the time to get in touch and understand that you have a number of 
questions and concerns regarding the air quality in your local and surrounding areas. 

EPA Victoria is responsible for monitoring and testing air quality across the state. The data is 
provided to the Department of Health to assess human health impacts due to changes in air quality. 

EPA Victoria is currently using a range of equipment to test for Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs), dioxins and heavy metals. Samples have been taken and sent off for analysis. As soon as 
the results are finalised, EPA will be making them publicly available and publishing them on our 
website www.epa. vic.gov.au<http://www.epa. vic.gov.au> 

This sampling will take at least 2 weeks. 

In response to the Hazelwood mine fire, EPA has doubled air quality monitoring in the Latrobe 
Valley region and sent in scientific experts to closely monitor the air quality data. 
EPA is issuing air quality updates twice daily which include advice for the local community in line 
with the current air quality. 

The EPA appreciates your patience and understanding as information becomes available and hope 
you have been able to source updates via our website http://www.epa. vic.gov.au/our
worklmonitoring-the-environmentlair-quality-bulletins/hourly-air-quality-interactive-map 
and http://www. epa. vic.gov. au/your-environmentlairlbushfires-and-air -quality, via EPA's Pollution 
Hotline 1300 EPA VIC (1300 327 842), or in person by speaking to an EPA ground staff member or 
public health officer in the Morwell area or at the Community Respite Centre. 
Attached to this email is an Air Quality bulletin, just released by the EPA. This contains information 
on our role, monitoring and where to obtain further information. 
We also recommend contacting the Department of Health on 1300 606 024 if you have any health 
queries. 
More information can be found at the below: 
* Smoke and health: www.health. vic.gov.au<http://www.health. vic.gov.au/> 
* Health and medical advice: NURSE-ON-CALL 1300 60 60 24 
* Air quality: www.epa. vic.gov.au or 1300 372 842 (1300 EPA VIC) 
* Fire warnings and advice: www.emergency. vic.gov.au<http://www.emergency. vic.gov.au/> 
* Hazelwood fire information: cfa. vic.gov.au 

Should you have additional questions, please forward your contact number so we can call to 
discuss with you. - s, 
Customer Service Team 
































































































































