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Morwell Primary School 
Cnr Maryvale and Crinigan Roads (P.O. Box 556), Morwell, VIC 3840 
Ph. (03) 5134 2886 Fax. (03) 5134 2861 
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Stepping back in time 
Morwell school kids leapt at the chance to leave the smoke behind and become pioneers, writes Jane Howard 

settlement, the students had 
an opportunity to step back in 
time. 

The breathing difficulties, 
headaches, sore eyes and 
nausea caused by the fire, 
seemed a million miles away. 

The Morwell visitors 
revel led in the chance to dress
up "pioneer-style", and ride on 
the PS Pyap, a large paddle 
boat for a river cruise. 

O ther activities included 

butter churning, rope making, 
building, blacksmithing, 
working an "olden days" 
laundry, plus horse-and-cart 
and vintage-car rides. 

Australian history came to 
life as the children filed into 
the Pine Point Pioneer School, 
lent elbow grease to construct 
drop-log buiJdings and learnt 
about local indigenous culture. 

Even the streetscapes 
echoed another age with 18505 

pioneer cottages, Towaninnie 
Homestead and more than 50 
original and replica heritage 
buildings fonning a Mallee 
township from a bygone era 

"They absolutely loved it; 
they were so excited, they said 
it was the best camp they had 
ever been on," said Ms Merle 
Williamson, Morwell PS 
community link co-ordinator. 

"We've been enduring the 
smoke - you grin and bear it 

- but we've had stinging eyes, 
sinus, sore throats and it 
affects breathing. It's been 
hard for the children with 
asthma. 

"It's been hard on all the 
children as they have had to 
stay indoors." 

Ms Williamson said the 
children loved making butter 
and ropes and, with the help of 
a blacksmith, a nail which they 
can keep as a memento. 

Nic Quenaull, Year 3 and 4 
and PE teacher said the Swan 
H ill visit was ideal for the 
children who would study the 
L800s and early settlers in 
Australian history in terrp 2. 

He said the visit was great 
from a teaching perspective as 
it gave insight into Koori 
culture and reinforced work 
the children had already done 
on locaL settlers and 
Aboriginal people. 
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