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Coal Mine Fire at Morwell, Victoria, Australia. 
PEER REVIEWS 

 
Review of the EPA Victoria response to the Morwell Coal Fire:  

Process for Public Health Protection. 
 

Review scope: 

1. Does the draft Carbon Monoxide Response Protocol adequate address protection of 

public health? 

2. Are there any other procedures or techniques that might be used in addition to this, or as 

alternatives? 

3. Is the EPA monitoring the right parameters to adequately inform public health 

assessments? 

4. Any other relevant comments? 

 

Reviewer details: 

Dr Fay Johnstone. Senior Research Fellow, Environmental Epidemiology, Menzies Research 

Institute Tasmania at University of Tasmania. 

 

(Dr Johnstone authored her review with collaboration from Dr Guy Marks, Director of the 

Centre for Air Quality and Health Research and Evaluation, Sydney) 
 

Brief Bio: 

Dr Fay Johnston is a Public Health Physician, GP and Senior Research Fellow at the Menzies 

Research Institute Tasmania where she is supported by an ARC DECRA Fellowship. Her 

research focus on the public health impacts of bushfires, heat events and outdoor air pollution 

from biomass combustion. 

 

Your understanding of the topic and scope: 

Very familiar with bushfires and their health effects 

 

Material supplied by EPA: 

1. More detailed maps of Morwell town (with monitoring sites) 

2. An example of the daily AIR DATA QUALITY report 

3. The 21/2/2014 Draft of the LVCF Carbon Monoxide Response Protocol 

 

Additional material requested: 

Nil 

 

Any other relevant comments: 

Further communications were directly with the Department of Health. 

1A Review - EPA Input to CO Protocol Anderson - Fay Johnstone.pdf EPA.0001.007.0005



         Ernest Jones Drive, Macleod VIC 3085 | GPO Box 4395 Melbourne Vic 3001 | DX 210675 
 

2 

 

 

1A Review - EPA Input to CO Protocol Anderson - Fay Johnstone.pdf EPA.0001.007.0006



         Ernest Jones Drive, Macleod VIC 3085 | GPO Box 4395 Melbourne Vic 3001 | DX 210675 
 

3 

 

 

1A Review - EPA Input to CO Protocol Anderson - Fay Johnstone.pdf EPA.0001.007.0007



         Ernest Jones Drive, Macleod VIC 3085 | GPO Box 4395 Melbourne Vic 3001 | DX 210675 
 

4 

 

 

1A Review - EPA Input to CO Protocol Anderson - Fay Johnstone.pdf EPA.0001.007.0008



         Ernest Jones Drive, Macleod VIC 3085 | GPO Box 4395 Melbourne Vic 3001 | DX 210675 
 

5 

 

 

1A Review - EPA Input to CO Protocol Anderson - Fay Johnstone.pdf EPA.0001.007.0009


