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Part 1 IntroDUCtIon to tHe InQUIrY
The 2014 Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquiry was held from February to September 2014. On 26 May 2015, The 
Honourable
 Lily 
D’Ambrosio
 MP, Minister for Energy and Resources, and The 
Honourable
 Jill Hennessy MP, Minister for Health, announced the re-opening of the Inquiry to investigate and report on whether there has been an increase in deaths following the 2014 Hazelwood mine fire, measures
to
 improve the health of the Latrobe Valley, rehabilitation options for Latrobe Valley coal mines, and
minimising
 fire risks at 
Anglesea
 coal mine for the 2015/2016 summer season.
) (
T
ERMS OF 
REFERENCE 
This report addresses paragraph 
1
1 of the Hazelwood Mine Fire Board of Inquiry
’
s
 
T
erms of
Reference.
 
The Board is to inquire into, and report on, and make any recommendations that
it
 considers appropriate in relation to sustainable, practical and e
f
fective options that could be undertaken by the mine operator to decrease the risk of fire arising from or impacting the
 
Anglesea
 Mine for the 2015/2016 summer season, noting the impending closure of the mine on 31
 
August 2015.
) (
E
STABLISHMENT 
OF THE INQUIRY
t
 
H
 
e
 
B
 
oa
r
 
D
On 26 May 2015, the Governor in Council established the Hazelwood Mine Fire Board of Inquiry
and
 appointed the following Board members: 
BernarD
 
teaGUe, CHaIrPerSon
Justice Bernard
 
T
eague
 
AO was a Supreme Court Judge from 1987 to 2008. During this period he also
chaired
 the
 
adult
 
Parole Board and the 
V
ictorian forensic Leave Panel, and was a council member at the Institute of Forensic Mental Health. Prior to his appointment to the Supreme Court, Justice
 
T
eague was a solicitor 
specialising
 in defamation and other civil la
w
.
Justice
 
T
eague was Chair of the 2009 
V
ictorian Bushfires Royal Commission and Chair of the 2014
Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquir
y
.
JOHn
 
C
A
TFORD, BOARD MEMBER
Professor Emeritus John 
Catford
 is a registered medical practitioner and the Executive Directo
r
, Academic and Medical, of the Epworth HealthCare Group.
Professor 
Catford
 has been a professor of public health for 30 years and has held senior academic and health service management positions in
 
Australia and the United Kingdom, and with the 
W
orld Health 
Organisation
. In 2008, Professor 
Catford
 led the establishment of the School of Medicine – 
Deakin
 University in Geelong. He was appointed 
V
ice President and Deputy 
V
ice Chancellor
of
 
Deakin
 University in 20
1
1.
Professor 
Catford
 was a Board member of the 2014 Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquir
y
.
anI
t
a
 
roPer, BoarD memBer
Mrs
 
Anita Roper is an experienced director with a strong background
 
in sustainabilit
y
. She has over
30 years of experience in senior management roles working with business, government, communities and multi-lateral agencies in
 
Australia and internationall
y
.
M
rs
 roper assisted in the establishment of the International Council on mining and metals and held
the
 roles of Deputy Secretary General, Chief Operating Officer and
 
Acting Secretary General between
2001 and 2003.
Mrs
 Roper was the Director of Sustainability for
 
Alcoa Inc. (new
 
Y
ork) from 2004 to 2008, the Chief Executive Officer of the 
V
ictorian statutory authority Sustainability 
V
ictoria from 2008 to 20
1
1, and a former Director of the international renewable energy company Pacific Hydro Pty Ltd.
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The Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquiry Secretariat was established to support the Board of Inquir
y
.
The Secretariat was headed by 
Ms
 
Genelle
 Ryan and was based at 222 Exhibition Street, Melbourne. Members of the Secretariat are listed in
 
Appendix
 
A.
 
The Board thanks them for their dedication and commitment to this Inquir
y
.
 
The Board also thanks K&L
 
Gates for contributing their legal expertise.
) (
C
 
o
 
U
 
n
 
S
 
e
 
L
 
a
 
SSI
S
 
t
 
I
 
n
 
G
Counsel
 
Assisting, 
Mr
 Peter 
Rozen
 and 
Ms
 Ruth 
Shann
, provided the Board with legal advice and guidance throughout the Inquir
y
.
 
The Board was greatly supported by 
Mr
 Peter 
Rozen
, who managed the Inquiry
’
s public hearings in
 
Anglesea
 and Melbourne.
 
The Board thanks Counsel
 
Assisting for
their
 assistance.
) (
AC
K
 
n
 
OWLEDGEM
E
 
n
 
T
S
 
The Board thanks the 
V
ictorian Government Solicitor and his office, other contributing government departments and agencies, and
 
Alcoa of
 
Australia Limited (Alcoa) and its solicitors,
 
Ashurst
 
Australia, for their assistance throughout the Inquir
y
.
) (
TH
E
 
 
BOARD’
S
 
APPROAC
H
 
The Board 
recognised
 that e
f
fectively conducting this Inquiry required genuine engagement with the
 
Anglesea
 communit
y
.
 
The Board 
emphasised
 transparency and accessibility throughout this Inquiry and 
endeavoured
 to hear and understand the concerns of the
 
Anglesea
 community relevant to paragraph 
1
1 of the Inquiry
’
s
 
T
erms of Reference. Members of the Board, Counsel
 
Assisting, Secretariat sta
f
f and an independent expert visited the
 
Anglesea
 mine as part of this Inquir
y
.
) (
C
ommUnItY ConSULtatIon
S
Two consultation sessions with the 
Anglesea
 community were held on Sunday 28 June 2015 at the 
Anglesea
 Memorial Hall, with a total of 30 participants.
Participants who attended these sessions included representatives of Alcoa, 
AnGAIR
 Inc., 
Anglesea
 Surf Life Saving Club, the 
Anglesea
 Visitor Centre, Business and tourism 
Anglesea
, Surf Coast air Action Inc., Surf Coast Shire Council and the Country Fire Authority. Permanent and transient town residents, and visitors to 
Anglesea
 also participated in these sessions.
At the consultations, the Board provided an overview of the Inquiry and invited participants to discuss:
1. 
their
 concerns about potential fire risks close to or inside the mine for the 2015/2016 fire
season
 after mine shutdown
2. 
additional
 information the community may require in relation to the impending shutdown of the 
Anglesea
 mine on 31 August 2015.
Issues raised by community participants during these consultations and considered by the Board as part of this Inquiry, include potential fires that may affect the mine, mine site security, the differences between the 
Anglesea
 mine and the Hazelwood mine, access to information about the
mine’s
 shutdown, and the roles and responsibilities of various agencies in relation to managing fire risk at the mine.
) (
PUBLI
C
 
SU
B
 
m
 
ISS
I
 
o
n
 
S
Individuals and 
organisations
 further contributed to the Inquiry by making public submissions.
W
ritten submissions specific to paragraph 
1
1 of the
 
T
erms of Reference were accepted by the Board
 until 20 July 2015. Board members read and considered all 10 written submissions received from individuals and 
organisations
 (Appendix B).
 
The common themes in these submissions include concern about mine fires, rehabilitation of the mine site, and conservation of the
 
Anglesea
 Heath.
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 (
PUBLIC HearInGS 
The public hearings involved two days in
 
Anglesea
 on 30 and 31 July
 2015, and one day in Melbourne
on 6
 
August 2015. Counsel
 
Assisting, 
Mr
 Peter 
Rozen
, led evidence and made final submissions to the Board. Leave to appear before the Inquiry was granted to the 
V
ictorian Government and
 
Alcoa.
The Board heard evidence from
 
Alcoa senior management personnel, senior government officials from a wide range of government departments and agencies, an independent expert Bushfire Risk Consultant, and a consultant Mining Enginee
r
.
 
Appendix C lists witnesses who appeared at the public hearings.
 
Appendix D lists exhibits that were tendered at the public hearings.
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CommUnICatIonS
A
 
website (http://hazelwoodinquir
y
.vic.go
v
.au
/) was established for the 2014 Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquir
y
.
 
This website was updated when the Inquiry was reopened, and has since been continuously updated to provide information to the
 
A
nglesea
 
and broader 
V
ictorian community about the Board, 
T
erms of Reference, public submissions, community consultations and public hearings. Members of the public were able to contact the Inquiry by phone (1300 556 034) and email (info@hazelwoodinquir
y
.vic.go
v
.au) for the duration of the Inquir
y
.
) (
InDePenDent eXPert
The Board engaged 
Mr
 
Roderic
 
Incoll
, Bushfire Risk Consultant, to provide information and advice to the Inquiry as an independent expert.
 
The Board thanks 
Mr
 
Incoll
 for his expertise and reports.
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