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Lignite mining areas in East-Germany
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void No.12 in 1992
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changes in the area around the city of Senftenberg
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before and after rehabilitation
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new uses at Bitterfeld
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new landscapes at Lake-Geiseltal

WIT.0007.001.0013



Effekte

new vineyards at Lake-Geiseltal
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new fishing grounds
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new industrial uses
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supporting turism 2013
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attracting private investments
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floating homes at Lake-Geierswald
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IBA Lausitz 2010: Kunstprojekt „Paradies 2“
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Ground break on a street near Schlabendorf 2012
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iron-oxide in the Lusatia river system 2013
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V.  VA

Total allocated Money for the Mine Rehabilitation Program

1992: Planned total cost

= 16 billion Euros

2015: Actual total expenditures

= 10 billion Euros
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photo-voltaic power generation

WIT.0007.001.0028



wind power power generation
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Key Statements (I):

1. The situation of the open pit lignite mining in Germany is in many ways comparable 

to the situation in the Latrobe Valley.

2. It was possible to create with the mine rehabilitation work a major change in the 

landscape and the regional development.

3. The rehabilitations works create chances like the former mining areas provide 

opportunities for new value-added chains e.g. in agriculture, industry, renewable 

energies, tourism and real-estate.

4. The new post mining landscape with the flooded voids can play an important role in 

the regional flood prevention.
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Key Statements (II):
.

5. In Germany we have experienced some remaining risks with the rehabilitation 

works in the field of geo-technical stability and water quality

6. The mine rehabilitation cost stayed within the planned framework and showed 

over the last 20 years a development comparable to the cost development in the 

other industries.

7. The future prospects of the active coal mining industry have changed over the 

last 25 years and were in Germany largely affected by governmental decisions.

8.   Regional population is building up an identification with the new post mining 

landscape and seeing in it a very positive development.
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